Most flood watchers 
take bit of a breather 
and cross their fingers 


By Valerie Schulthies 
Deseret News staff writer 


Flood watchers had a quiet day 
Wednesday as mostly sunny skies 
over much of Utah kept high tem- 
peratures around the 70-degree 
mark. 


David James, a geographer who 
maintains Brigham Young Univer- 
sity’s weather station, said warm 
days and cool nights provide the 
perfect weather for stalling poten- 
tial flooding by melting mountain 
snowpack slowly. 

In Davis County, officials report- 
ed a slide is blocking Skyline Drive, 
a rutted dirt Forest Service road 
near the snow line in the hills east 
of Bountiful. 

The slide, first noticed Sunday, is 
about a half mile up Stone Creek 
Canyon in an area known as Dead- 
man’s Curve. 

Once used for watershed man- 
agement driving tours, the road is 


no longer used much except by 
four-wheel-drive vehicles, county 
Officials said. Because of the slide, 
the county has closed the road east 
of 13th East. 


Davis officials reported no sig- 
nificant problems with other slide 
or creek trouble areas. 


Officials of Great Salt Lake Min- 
erals and Chemicals Corp. reported 
the runoff-swolien Great Salt Lake 
has broken through a dike and 
damaged a pond from which the 
company extracts minerals. The 
extent of damage hasn't been 
determined. 


The rising lake water also forced 
lane restrictions along I-80 at 
Grantsyille. 


Utah Highway Patrol dispatch- 
ers reported U-119 was closed be- 
tween Richfield and Glenwood be- 
cause of culvert construction, and 
Black Rock Road between Milford 
and Delta was closed to all but 
emergency yehicles because of 


water on the road. 


In Millard County, where Fri- 
day’s collapse of the Corn Creek ir- 
rigation dam sent water rushing 
into Kanosh, county commissioners 
declared a local disaster and 
sought state aid Tuesday. Water 
spilling through the broken dam 
washed out several county roads 
and rose to within a foot of the I-15 
road surface before state crews 
dug ditches to divert it. 


The south access road into town 
from I-15 remained closed, and the 
town could be reached only over 
one lane of the north access road 
from Meadow. 

The Millard County declaration 
came on the same day that a fourth 
city in Sanpete County — Mayfield 
— declared itself disaster-stricken 
because of a canyon slide that 
threatened the city’s water supply. 

Sanpete County Commissioner 
Ned Madsen said Mayfield resi- 
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For instance, the colored pins 
planted in the valleys between 
mountain chains on the Garfield 
Memorial wall map represent clin- 
ics in Escalante, Circleville, Bryce 
Valley and Long Valley. 


The clinics are, in fact, a “loss 
leader,” Ross said. They don't gen- 
erate sufficient income to pay for 
themselves. But they do serve as a 
funnel into the hospital for patients 
whose needs outStrip clinic 
capabilities. 

In recent years, many Utah com- 
munities haye addressed the ques- 
tion of affiliating their hospital 
with a multihospital system. Only a 
handful continue to operate as city- 
or county-run facilities. They have 
their autonomy, but the affiliated 
hospitals have the backup of a cen- 
tral organization that provides 
group purchasing of equipment, 
supplies and liability insurance as 
well as technical expertise, plan- 
ning and financing support for 
expansion. 

“We work together to get what 
we need,” said Ross, whose hospital 
is a part of the Intermountain 
Health Care system. The IHC cen- 
tral offices provide such things as 
training in DRG bookkeeping and a 
computer link that streamlines the 
small hospital operations. 


As the pressures on small hospi- 
tals become more acute, there has 
been some casual conyersation 
about consolidating some of the fa- 
cili jes, May said. Distance is a 
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The civil rights movement is one 
example of change brought about by 
public interest groups and the media, 
she said. “Changes in national men- 
tality and laws were not initiated in 
government, and I don't believe they 
would have been.” 


“Think for a moment of the likely 
impact Martin Luther King would 


Flood watcl 


Continued from B-1 

dents have been advised to boil 
their water for fear surface water 
has contaminated the ee 
system. 


Three other Sanpete County, cit- 
ies — Ephraim, Manti and Fair- 
view — had already declared their 
funds and manpower exhausted in 
protecting water supplies from 
slides triggered by the melting of 
record mountain snowpacks. 


A boil water order remained in 
effect for residents of Ephraim and 
Manti. 


Sharon Sevy, Ephraim emergen- 
cy services director, said 15 or 20 
feet of the main Ephraim Canyon 
road dropped Tuesday afternoon, 
cutting off traffic to the slide areas 
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